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1 INTRODUCTION 

zero-thickness interface 
all mortar-mortar and 

dams. The use of interface elements for fracture 
was and later in 

7, 8, 9]. The model for interface behavior 
is described in the following section. It 

2 INTERFACE CONSTITUTIVE MODEL 

that used for each po
multicrack model [11, 

el asto-

model are represented in Fig. 2. 
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2 Interface model: (a) failure surface and plastic potential, (b) basic 
modes of fracture, softening laws, and (d) evolution of the failure surface 
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Fig. 5 Crack states as loading process progresses (up to down), represented 
by arnount of energy spent (left colurnn) and deforrned configuration (right colurnn) 



4 CONCLUDING REMARKS 

interfaces. 

, and im
characteristics of interfaces 

Additional interfaces in 

DGICYT-MEC 

that has allowed to visit 
Boulder and establish fruitful 
par Willam's and other research groups at 
Civil of that Institution. Partial sup-

from DGICYT of 
PB92-0702 and PB93-0955 is 
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